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“I saw it, shut my eyes and closed the 
curtains.” For the motor before young Dino 
was a Fiat Cinquecento, complete with 

gleaming yellow paintjob. That’s the same 
‘bendermobile’ given to The Inbetweeners’ 
resident love-struck dipstick Simon on his 
birthday. Only difference is, Dino is a racing 
driver on the verge of joining Hamilton and 
Button in the big league of Formula 1. Two 
years on, and with the humble Fiat still his 
only means of transport, you’d think he would 
have swapped it for a flashier car. “The thing 
is,” he adds, “I’m only 19 – so I can’t afford the 
insurance for anything better.” 

Anglo-Italian Dino Zamparelli – sounds like 
he was born to be a racing driver doesn’t it – is 
currently in his first season of the newly-
revived Formula 2. The championship has 
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been designed as a feeder system into F1 and 
GP2, with drivers competing over eight rounds 
and 16 races in locations that include the F1 
tracks of Silverstone, Monza and Spa – and the 
winner is given a full test with the Williams F1 
team. The cars are pretty nippy too, designed to 
emulate the premier competition’s vehicles. All 
drivers race in the JPH1B, a machine that 
produces 500-brake horsepower, has a 
turbocharged 1.8-litre Audi engine and can 
reach a top speed of 180mph. Not too shabby.

the risks
Our Dino is tipped for big things, having been 
a finalist for the prestigious McLaren Autosport 
Award – the same trophy won by Jenson 
Button shortly before he got his big break. But 

while drivers in F2 all race in effectively the 
same car, they have to pay for everything 
themselves – meaning that those with financial 
help from their parents enjoy a major 
advantage. And with no real ‘insurance’ without 
massive excess (racing at 180mph would shock 
anyone at Direct Line), it means the cost of a 
crash – even if it’s someone else’s fault – is huge.

“You pay for it,” Dino says on the impact of a 
collision. “If you’re about to go for a move, one 
side of your brain says, ‘If we crash it could be 
the end of the season’. When you’re doing 
170mph there’s no margin for errors. If you have 
an accident you’ve found the limit, but I can’t 
afford a crash so I have to go as close as I can 
without going over as it could end my career. 
You’re constantly flirting with danger but you 
still have to think about the bank balance.” 

Dino’s car is worth nearly £300,000, with most 
of the parts being funded by the sponsors 
whose names adorn its panels. And while 
hardly gobbing down sugar sandwiches on a 
Peckham council estate, he’s one of the only 
drivers on the grid to be virtually self-funded, 
and has had to find ever-more ingenious ways 
of raising the cash himself. “It’s not like football 
and tennis where you can just go out and 
practice,” he explains. “It’s fuel, tyres, repairs – 
everything costs money. You have to practice to 
get really good – but you need to be really good 
to get sponsorship to practice. You have to rely 
on your talents and draw back on the hardships. 
I’ve always said if there’s a corner and two of us 
are going side by side, I will always put my foot 
down because I want it more than the next guy.” 

what it costs
In 2010, money issues saw Dino pull out of the 
Formula Renault BARC competition (a single-
seater racing championship), despite finishing 
third the previous year. When he returned in 
2011, after finally raising the money, he had a 
point to prove. “In 2010, I had just come off the 
back of finishing third in my previous season 
with similar results to Lewis Hamilton. So the 
next year I wanted to move up. Even though the 
budget was a considerable amount, I thought  
I could raise it, but I didn’t push myself enough. 
Looking back on it now, I think young people in 
sport – and I was just 16 – think they have the 
right to get signed. I thought someone would 
come and take me in but nothing happened. So 
from then on I realised you have to knock on 

the doors yourself, which I did. The year 
after, when I got an opportunity to go 
racing again, I won the championship.”

But raising that money is no easy task. 
Dino now spends his days working in an 

office, actively trying to find and sign deals with 
companies to enable him to compete. It’s a 
balancing act that means racing has to be 
sacrificed in order to get the money to compete. 
“He works tireless seven-day weeks for 12 hours 
a day,” says Phillip Barnet, who acts as Dino’s 
manager. “The brand and business element is 
far more important. It’s very easy to lose your 
focus, but he is totally driven and he’s his own 
man. It’s a creative thinking process. Dino uses 
my office as his base, and we bounce ideas off 
each over. Unfortunately, money is so 
important. Some people want to be involved 
in racing, some people just have money to burn 
but as you go through the ranks of F2 to F1, 
the brand and business element becomes far 
more important.”

But with the season heading towards its 
climax, and Dino still years away from his 
prime, we wonder exactly what his career goals 
are? “F1 champion” he says, defiantly fixing us 
with a stare. “But not just once – I want to be the 
F1 champion many times over.” Big words. 
Throughout the interview, Dino seems to flip 
from seeming a remarkably determined 
person to being a little, well, crazy – 
speaking almost as quickly as he drives. 
“The first time I knew I wanted to be a 
racing driver was when I was with my dad 
watching F1 on TV and I saw Michael 
Schumacher winning. It was in Adelaide when 
he pushed off Damon Hill – crashing into him 
to win. I remember seeing that smile when he 
won, and knowing that he might have done it 
on purpose. It was that win-at-all-costs 
mentality that I took with me.”

We can only imagine he was a right little 
bastard when he was starting out in karting 
with the smug grin of Schumi running 
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through his head. loaded asks Dino if he 
remembers the first time he realised he wanted 
to become a racing driver? “It was in France, I 
was ten, and I was battling for last place with 
someone who was more experienced than me 
but I didn’t care,” he says. “I just wanted to beat 
him. On the last lap, I thought, ‘I’m going to sail 
up the inside and see what happens’. It was 
difficult, but I did it. I got through and that was 
the start of everything. It was like the unknown 
and it was a big thing to take away. For me, it 
was winning the battle, beating this boy who 

was more experienced. I just thought, ‘I’m  
going to do this.’” 

horn tooting
As we gear up to finish the interview, we can’t 
help but ask Dino one more time: surely now, 
with a bit of success behind him, it’s time to 
ditch the Cinquecento and buy something a 
little less, well, humiliating? But it seems he’s 
taken quite a shine to it. “At first I thought, 
‘Okay, let’s just learn how to drive this and then 
I can buy another one’. But now it’s turned out 

to be great,” he laughs. “I quite like it because it 
gets a lot of attention. I can’t really afford a 
supercar, but this is cheap to run, has only 
done 165K and it’s quite retro and cool. My 
F2 rivals have Audi TTs, and BMWs, but I’m 
happy to turn up and toot my horn. As long as 
I get to the circuit and do my business, nothing 
else matters.” 

You can’t help but feel Dino has done the 
country proud. In the middle of a recession, 
with a eurozone crisis tearing a continent apart 
and trouble in the housing market, maybe we 
should all follow his lead – ditch the flash car 
and instead embrace the economical and 
sensible approach to motoring. Still, there was 
no excuse for getting one in yellow. ■	 loaded
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